
Erdkinder Students Prepare for School Year 
 
Like the rest of the Bluffview classes, Erdkinder spent time during the first week 
reviewing guidelines and expectations. Why do we invest time in with expectations for 
such seemingly simple things as bathroom use or eating lunch? As long-time 
Montessori advocate Alexander Graham Bell (founder of one of the first US Montessori 
schools) said:   "Before anything else, preparation is the key to success." 
 

Reviewing basic expectations sets us all on “the 
same page” for engaging in respectful interaction 
and use of shared space and time. It is easier to 
begin with refreshers and guidance than to enact 
correction later. Along with reviewing basic 
expectations, Erdkinder students worked on 
organization skills including portfolio preparation, 
reviewed guidelines for appropriate computer and 
chromebook use, experienced our Community 
Meeting process and discussed tips for success 
in middle school as well as the school theme of 

celebrating humanity. Representing our individual uniqueness, students created 
personal colored sand jars and each contributed a layer to our community jar which will 
be kept in the classroom as a reminder of how we each bring that uniqueness - our 
strengths, talents, needs, styles, ideas -  to the Erdkinder community. Stop in to see it! 
 
We spent time getting reacquainted by engaging in team challenges and group 
activities. These group events are a valuable part of the Erdkinder program as they 
allow the students to re-acquaint and bond with each other individually and as a group 
and offer them an opportunity to face challenges and get to know personality styles, 
strengths, and interpersonal areas to work on. Group events also allow teachers time to 
gain valuable insight to know how they can best support students throughout the year. 
 
 



The weather was beautiful last Friday when we walked to the lake for a student led 
Community Meeting, nature observation and reflection, and games. Community 
Meetings offer a way to take on responsibility, respect, understanding and sharing.  

 

 

When you look at the larger picture of our success, it is precisely because we take this 
time early on to establish rapport and understanding in the group and class 
expectations that our community can be a respectful place to succeed, enhancing the 
daily experience of our students and allowing them to move forward as they are capable 
as the year progresses. A classroom community has greater academic rewards, but 
also requires a greater up-front investment in learning appropriate academic, social and 
professional behaviors.  One of our goals is to not merely put information in a student's 
head, but to teach them how to discover, understand, learn and share knowledge and 
responsibility. Our orientation week helps lay the foundation to make this possible.  

We have now begun our regular lessons coordinated through the theme of Structure . 
Erdkinder uses over-arching quarterly themes to allow coordination of topics and 
enhanced relevance for learning as we explore the Minnesota standards for education 
while honoring the individual spirit through the Montessori method. 
 
 Watch for updates on our activities as the year progresses. 
 


