
V. THE PUBLIC’S OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD

The school board will strive to give all citizens of the school district an opportunity to be
heard and to have complaints considered and evaluated, within the limits of the law and
this policy and subject to reasonable time, place and manner restrictions.  Among the
rights available to the public is the right to access public data as provided by Minn. Stat.
§ 13.43, Subd. 2 (Public Data).

VI. PROCEDURES

A. Agenda Items

1.       Citizens who wish to have a subject discussed at a public school
board meeting are encouraged to notify the superintendent’s office in
advance of the school board meeting. The citizen should provide his or her
name, address,  the name of group represented (if any), and the subject to
be covered or the issue to be addressed.

2.       Citizens who wish to address the school board on a particular
subject should identify the subject and identify agenda item(s) to which
their comments pertain.

3.       The school board chair will recognize one speaker at a time, and
will rule out of order other speakers who are not recognized.  Only those
speakers recognized by the chair will be allowed to speak.  Comments by
others are out of  order.  Individuals who interfere with or interrupt
speakers, the school board, or the proceedings may be directed to leave.

4. The school board retains the discretion to limit discussion of any
agenda item to a reasonable period of time as determined by the school
board.  If a group or organization wishes to address the school board on a
topic, the school board reserves the right to require designation of one or
more representatives or spokespersons to speak on behalf of the group or
organization.

5. Matters proposed for placement on the agenda which may involve
data privacy concerns, which may involve preliminary allegations, or
which may be potentially libelous or slanderous in nature shall not be
considered in public, but shall be processed as determined by the school
board in accordance with governing law.

6. The school board chair shall promptly rule out of order any
discussion by any person, including school board members, that would



violate the provisions of state or federal law, this policy or the statutory
rights of privacy of an individual.

7. Personal attacks by anyone addressing the school board are
unacceptable. Persistence in such remarks by an individual shall terminate
that person’s privilege to address the school board.

8. Depending upon the number of persons in attendance seeking to be
heard, the school board reserves the right to impose such other limitations
and restrictions as necessary in order to provide an orderly, efficient and
fair opportunity for those present to be heard.

C. Open Forum

The school board shall normally provide a specified period of time when citizens
may address the school board on any topic, subject to the limitations of this
policy.  The school board reserves the right to allocate a specific period of time
for this purpose and limit time for speakers accordingly.  That time limit shall be 3
minutes per speaker unless otherwise directed by the Chair.  When the Open
Forum segment ends, and the next agenda item is undertaken, no public
comments are allowed.


